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An interview with Rolf Scheibner, Product manager for M cars, 


about the BMW CSL. 





�Had we only taken 100 kg out of the car, then it would be like the 


(Porsche) GT3. But this goes much, much further. With 200 kg off 


the weight, it�s like a GT2.....it�s the closest thing I�ve driven to the 


CSL.� 





�Rolf Scheibner...can barely contain his enthusiasm for the CSL 


and is hoping you�ll feel the same.� �...Audience response is a 


crucial factor in whether it gets built at all. Accordingly, the more 


acclaim that gets heaped atop the substantial pile already 


garnered from it�s appearance in the Frankfurt motor show, the 


more likely that a lightweight M3, probably badged CSL will be 


come reality. 





�Scheibner won�t be drawn on a likely price, but concedes that 


the Porsche margin between the standard Carreras and the GT3 


is a logical indication. This, if applied to the (UK) £39,000 asked 


for the standard M3, points to somewhere around £55,000 to get 


a CSL on the road�. 





�BMW..regards it as a technology showcase for it�s whole 


company...the elements here you will make their way throughout 


the M range.� �A lightweight M5? Carbon fiber M Roadster? Of 


course he says, once we have figured out how to produce the 


technology for the right price.� 





On the CSL M3 - �Starting from the bottom up. The body..is made 


of high-strength steel panels, the floorpan is a steel sandwich, 


the floor of the luggage compartment is a honeycombed 


aluminum sandwich plate of a sort usually found only found in 


the aerospace industry, and a carbon fiber sandwich plate takes 


the place of the through loading bulkhead between the 


passenger and luggage compartments. The rear window is 


made of extra thin glass, and the boot (trunk) lid, roof, doors, 


door trim panels, seat brackets, wing mirror housings, front air 


dam and flaps, the four exhaust pipes and rear diffuser are all 


made of carbon fiber as well.� 





�But what we�ve done is more than just reduce weight� says 


Scheibner. �when you make the roof panel carbon fiber, which 


takes nearly 8kg from it�s weight (I wonder how much weight the 


sun roof adds to the standard car?), you lower the cars� center of 


gravity. And by making the airdam and boot lid from carbon fiber, 


we have reduced the weight at either end. There is much more 


balance there, less for the car to push and pull through the 


bends. And that�s where the car excels: in bends.� 





Cutting 200 kg also improves it�s power-to-weight ratio to 270 


bhp per tonne (is the UK ton 2200 lbs?) {If the stock car weighs 


3415 lbs, minus 200kg/440 lb = 2975 lbs. 350 hp into 2975 is 


8.5 lbs per hp - my 2002 is 10.25 lbs per hp} compared to the 


270bhp per tonne of the standard M3. This means (for whatever 


this is worth) it�s 0-62 time is 4.5 seconds against 5.2 seconds.� 


�BMW has also concluded (this is the important part) ...it will lap 


the Nordschleife some 30 seconds quicker than the standard 


M3, in under 8 minutes. Record territory. We haven�t been around 


the Nordschleife in the car, although we will do it this year, 


Scheibner says, But from all our years of testing cars here, we 


have developed an assessment program which gives accurate 


predictions of how quickly a car will go around, taking into 


account weight, chassis, engine power, type of tires - everything. 


And the CSL was judged capable of going below the 8 minute 


mark.� 





Scheibner talking � �it�s a pure car - much purer than the 


standard M3�, he says, the steering is much quicker and more 


direct [although it retains power assistance]. The brakes have far 


better feel and are bigger than than the normal M3�s, and the 


suspension is set up completely differently (?? love to have more 


detail here...), it�s not just lower and firmer, which is what a 


tuning house would do. The spring and damper rates have been 


adjusted as well.� Scheibner imagines the CSL appealing 


strongly for track use. �It�s a very well balanced car. We at M want 


to make it, but we have to see how many people like it first�. �You 


heard the man. Speak up.� 





Of course they did not provide an address we can use to �speak 


up�, but that should not be difficult to come by 





Other tidbits in this magazine (page 46): �BMW is close to giving 


the green light to a lightweight coupe (informally dubbed the Z5, 


officially known as Z29). It could be out in 2004 at £30,000 (I have 


a UK company, and usually cars there are priced about the 


same in £ as they are here in $). Projected weight is 1000kg 


(2200 lbs). It has a high performance 240hp 2.4 liter, 4 cylinder 


engine which has a high tech magnesium block to cut down 


weight. Bodyshell is carbon fiber and Kevlar and bolt on 


recyclable plastic panels (like the Panoz?). �But the marketing 


dept is worried that a four-cylinder Z5 will be difficult to sell, and 


there�s the chance of a more powerful 350bhp six-pot version, 


even though that needs bigger brakes and a beefed up chassis, 


partially negating the concept. Anyway, a six-cylinder Z5 won�t 


see the light before the M3 switches to a V8 in 2006.� 





There is a photo, and it is a pretty little car. Moreover, and 


importantly, it sounds like a possible successor to the E30 M3. 


The low price and light weight make it potentially a super track 


car, and the cost makes it a more reasonable proposition to guy 


and install a car, or at least a roll bar, and proper seats and 


harness. It is also interesting to see the mention of an M3 V8 


date, 2006. I wish I was twenty again! 


